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L.A. shares blame in teen's death
By Doug McIntyre, Columnist
Article Last Updated: 04/05/2008 09:49:23 PM PDT

ANITA Shaw says, "My country let me down." It's hard to argue with her. Not only did America let Anita Shaw
down, so did California and Los Angeles.

Truth be told, Anita Shaw is being diplomatic, if not generous, by not lashing out in righteous indignation at
the massive tragedy she has suffered at the hands of an indifferent government. Our government: federal,
state and local.

Who is Anita Shaw and why should you care what she says? Pull up a chair.

Anita Shaw is a sergeant in the United States Army. On March 2, little more than a month ago, she was
serving in Iraq when her CO told her to report to the Red Cross office. It was there she learned her 17-year-
old son, Jamiel Shaw II, had been murdered - gunned down exactly three doors away from his own home.

Jamiel Shaw Sr. heard the shots that killed his son; one to the chest, one between the eyes. Jamiel Sr.
sprinted down the block, arriving just ahead of the police. The cops found him standing over his son, already
dead, still clutching the cell phone he had used to tell his dad he'd soon be home. Now he was never coming
home.

But his mother was. Sgt. Shaw was given 20 minutes to pack for a flight out of Baghdad.

Jamiel Shaw was a star football player with a solid GPA and a bright future. He was the apple of his father
and mother's eye; a hero to his kid brother, 9-year-old Thomas. Tom Shaw wanted to be a football player like
Jamiel. Maybe even wear his big brother's

number 4. That was before. Now Thomas wants to
be "a scientist" so he can "invent a time machine"
and go back and save his brother.

Shaw's killer? Police believe they have him - 19-
year-old Pedro Espinosa, an illegal alien
gangbanger, a killer for the 18th Street Gang.

And here's how America let Sgt. Shaw down:
Pedro Espinosa should never have been allowed
into this country.

Here's how California failed Sgt. Shaw: It allowed
Pedro Espinosa to live in a state that does nothing
about its open borders except shift the blame to
Washington.

Here's how Los Angeles failed Sgt. Shaw: We
accommodated gangs, we still throw out the
welcome mat for illegal aliens, we allowed Pedro
Espinosa to serve 180 days on gun charges
without checking his immigration status. We

released Espinosa onto the streets, and 24 hours later he murdered Jamiel Shaw II.

While Jamiel's mother patrolled the streets of Baghdad, helping spare Iraqi mothers the grief Los Angeles
visited upon her, we did nothing. This transcends outrage. It's obscene.

The ultimate responsibility for the murder of Jamiel Shaw rests with the triggerman. But let me be blunt - the
cowardice of local politicians who hide behind political correctness and racial pandering as an excuse to look
the other way on the mounting death toll perpetrated by illegal aliens are enablers of death.

This may be uncomfortable for some to read. I assure you it's uncomfortable to write. Jamiel Shaw's death
was preventable. The president, Congress, the governor, the state Legislature, the mayor, the City Council,
the County Board of Supervisors, the chief of police, the county sheriff - all of us failed him.

The son of a U.S. solider was murdered on the streets of L.A. What are we going to do about it? What are
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you going to do about it?

The good intentions that created Special Order 40 surely weren't intended for gangbangers. Personally, I
believe Special Order 40 has been a vast and deadly failure. It's a poverty and crime magnet for L.A. and
every other city that has its equivalent.

But whatever view you hold on sanctuary-city policies, can't we at least agree the special consideration given
illegal aliens by Order 40 should not apply to domestic terrorists? Gangbangers should be hunted down just
like international terrorists. In fact, a case can be made Pedro Espinosa is an international terrorist.

We need to pass "Jamiel's Law." We need to force every local politician to explain how they are not complicit
in the murder of Shaw. We can't return Jamiel to his mother, however, we can restore her faith in the country
she has served better than it has served her.

Doug McIntyre hosts the "McIntyre in the Morning" program on Talk Radio 790 KABC, weekdays from 5 to 9
a.m.
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