
Los Angeles Police Department Manual Excerpts

ENFORCEMENT OF UNITED STATES IMMIGRATION LAWS. Officers shall not
initiate police action where the objective is to discover the alien status of a person.  Officers shall
neither arrest nor book persons for violation of Title 8, Section 1325 of the United States
Immigration Code (Illegal Entry).
[Volume 4, Section 264.50]

UNDOCUMENTED ALIENS. Undocumented alien status in itself is not a matter for police
action. It is, therefore, incumbent upon all employees of this Department to make a personal
commitment to equal enforcement of the law and service to the public regardless of alien status.
In addition, the Department will provide special assistance to persons, groups, communities and
businesses who, by the nature of the crimes being committed upon them, require individualized
services.

Since undocumented aliens, because of their status, are often more vulnerable to victimization,
crime prevention assistance will be offered to assist them in safeguarding their property and to
lessen their potential to be crime victims.

Police service will be readily available to all persons, including the undocumented alien, to
ensure a safe and tranquil environment. Participation and involvement of the undocumented alien
community in police activities will increase the Department's ability to protect and to serve the
entire community.
[Volume 1, Section 390]

PLACEMENT AND DISPOSITION OF ILLEGAL ENTRY HOLDS. Supplemental holds
charging illegal entry against persons in the custody of this Department for an unrelated criminal
offense shall only be authorized by officers of the United States Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS). Arrestees against whom the INS has placed a hold shall be released to the custody
of INS within 24 hours after:

• All local charges are dismissed; or,

• Bail is deposited on the local charges; or,

• The arrestee is determined to be eligible for release on his/her own recognizance on the
local charges.

Note: Under no circumstances shall any person be held longer than 24 hours when an illegal
entry hold is the only remaining charge. There is no extension of the 24 hour detention limit
because of an intervening holiday or weekend period. Procedures governing the booking and
detention of prisoners held enroute are unaffected by this section.
[Volume 4, Section 675.35]
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